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rice, etc.; for sitting, for dining when the weather is
cold or wet, for receiving guests and for storing imple-
ments and products. It is also the place where the
ancestral shrine is kept.
Behind the front room is the kitchen. It is only
about one-fourth the size of the front room. One-third
of it is occupied by the stove and the chimney. A small
pavilion and a platform is constructed leaning upon the
chimney for the kitchen god*
Next is the bedroom. It is sometimes divided by
wooden partitions into two rooms if there are two
family units in the Chia. Each room contains one
or two beds. The married couple and their young
child up to seven or eight years old share one bed.
When the child grows up, he or she will have a separate
bed first in the parents' room. An older but ua-
married boy will sleep in the front room, as the em-
ployees do. A girl may remain until her marriage in
her parents* room or may move to her grandmother's
room, but never to the front room because women are
not permitted to sleep in the room where the ancestral
shrine is kept.
In its broad sense, a house includes an open field in
front or behind the building. This open field is, at
the same time, used as a public road as well as private
ground for work and storage. All the threshed straw
is heaped on this ground; it can also be used as a little
garden where gourds 'or cucumbers are planted.
Adjacent to the main building, there are little huts for
the sheep and sometimes also for storage.
Human manure, being the most important fertilizer
in the farm, is preserved in the pits made of earthen-
ware, half buried in the ground at the back of the
building. Along the southern bank of the Stream A,

